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Articles on Nepal published in The Indigenous World in its edition from
2006 to 2020 are republished in this edition of the book with permission
from the International Work Group on Indigenous Affairs (IWGIA).

This book may be reproduced in whole or in part or in any form for
educational, training or nonprofit purposes with due acknowledgment of
the source. No use of this publication may be made for sale or other
commercial purposes without prior permission in writing of the copyright
holder.

Pictures of the back cover page: Cover pages of The Indigenous World
(2006-2020)
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This publication is a comprehensive documentation of Indigenous Peoples’
experiences relating to incidents that directly or indirectly related or
impacted to them. This book is a translation, from English to Khas Nepali,
of articles on Nepal published by the International Working Group on
Indigenous Affairs (IWGIA) in its annual editions of the “Indigenous World”
covering the period from 2005 to 2019. Land mark incidents with historic
importance that occurred during period of absolute monarchy, emergency,
armed conflict, peace process, political and Indigenous Peoples’
movements, constitution making process, inclusive democracy, republic
and experience of Indigenous Peoples are reflected in the book. Thus, it
is a succinct account of situation of Indigenous Peoples that will be helpful
to those who want to better understand about the plight and prospects of
Indigenous Peoples in Nepal.

Each Year, IWGIA publishes a book, “The Indigenous World” with focus
on human rights situation and experience that they face in political, social,
cultural and other areas every year as it had happened. This helps to
monitor progress in upholding or violating of human rights and fundamental
freedom of Indigenous Peoples in each State, including Nepal, around
the world. This publication also shows status of comparative development
relating to Indigenous Peoples.

There were many highs and lows in the Indigenous Peoples’ movement
during 2005 to 2020.  On the auspicious occasion of Indigenous Day-
2005, then Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba addressed mass gathering
and announced that Nepal is going to ratify the ILO Convention No. 169.
It was reiterated during two day high-level dialogues on ILO Convention
No. 169 on Indigenous Peoples and peace building in Nepal that was
held on 19-20 January 2005 jointly organized by the National Foundation
For Development of Indigenous Nationality (Semi Governmental
Organization established by an act, mandated to overall development of
Indigenous Peoples in particularly cultural, social, academic matters);
International Labour Organization Country Office Nepal, Human Rights
and Good Governance Advisory Unit (HUGOU/DANIDA and the Canadian
Cooperation Nepal (CC))1 and relevant Ministries from Nepal government
including the Prime Minister attended the dialogue.

1
ILO Convention 169 and Peace Building in Nepal (Editors Sarah Webster and
Om Gurung), Hisi Offset Printers Pvt.Ltd., 2005 p.i
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The year of 2006 to 2007 was a remarkable turning point of Political
change in Nepali history.  This was the period of second people’s movement
that not only compelled the King to eschew his absolute power and forced
him to reinstate the parliament which he dissolute during his active tenure.
In 28 December 2008, the reinstated Parliament, through its fourth
amendment of the Interim Constitution, declared Nepal is the republic
country scrapped 250 years long Monarchical System of Nepal.

It is important to take into account that Maoist initiated “People’s War”,
an armed conflict, in 1996. On the contrary to their expectation, People’s
War did not get any momentum for two years. Hence, they changed their
strategy by raising the issues of Indigenous Peoples, Dalits, women,
Madhesi and others, who have been facing historical injustices and
structural violence, and in the case of Indigenous Peoples, dispossession
from their ancestral lands, and denial of right to self-determination and
collective way of life. Maoist’s political campaign for emancipation of IPs
and others attracted many Indigenous Peoples, specially the Magar, Tharu,
Gurung, Tamang, Rai and Yakthung (Limbu), and other excluded groups
to join in the “Peoples’ War”. As a result, Maoist were able to control
about 80 percent of territories of the country, enticing Indigenous Peoples
and others through the agendas of establishment of the Limbuwan,
Khumbuwan, Tamsaling, Tharuwan/Tharuhat, Magrant, Tamuwan, Newa
etc. The people’s movement compelled the King to give up his power,
Republic and Constituent Assembly for new constitution were agenda
put forwarded by Maoist on the table of dialogues with the political parties2,
but millions of people demanding more than establishing democracy, they
demanded inclusion of  Dalits, Indigenous Peoples,3 Madhesis, women
and marginalized section of the society.4

The fifth amendment of the Interim Constitution recognizes ‘Will of
Indigenous Peoples’ and autonomy for marginalized groups.5 Autonomy
was identified as a means of emancipation from historical injustices,

2 Interim Constitution of Nepal,

2007, UNDP Nepal, Creative Press P. Ltd., 2007 P. 7
3 Constitution uses the term Adivasi Janajati instead of the term Janajati.
4 Interim Constitution of Nepal, 2007, UNDP Nepal, Creative Press P. Ltd., 2007 P. 7
5 Interim Constitution of Nepal, 2007, UNDP Nepal, Creative Press P. Ltd., 2007 P. 7
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subjugation, marginalization, discrimination, exclusion that they have been
facing since the formation of the State.For Indigenous Peoples, the
Committee of State Restructuring and Sharing of State Power
recommended 14 provinces and 23 autonomous areas on the basis of
identity and viability.6

It was said that the Second Constituent Assembly would incorporate those
subjects that were agreed upon in the First Constituent Assembly. In contrast,
the Second Constituent Assembly promulgated the Constitution that is
racist, discriminatory and exclusionary. The Constitution comprises 11
provisions that are against to Indigenous peoples, 23 provisions that are
discriminatory, 49 provisions that are exclusionary to Indigenous Peoples
and 5 provisions that institutionalize racial supremacy of the Khas Arya
(Chetri, Bahun, Thakuri, Dasnami, Sanyasi are dominant groups in Nepal).
A member of the Constituent Assembly, Honorable Pradeep Giri, disagreeing
with the Constitution that failed to give justice to Indigenous Peoples,
Madhesis and Dalit, boycotted voting to the New Constitution in the
Constituent Assembly. Indigenous peoples raised serious objection and
branded this Constitution as racist and Draconian; hence, burnt its copies
to express their protest against it.

This book provides answers to many questions. How and what kind of
conspiracies were hatched to dismiss the rights, demands, agendas and
issues of Indigenous Peoples that were agreed as the main national
agendas by the elected first Constituent Assembly ? In what ways they
were turned into second class citizens? How the issue of emancipation
of Indigenous Peoples, that was earned through blood and sweat of the
movement, was sabotaged by hatching conspiracy in a fraudulent and
systematic ways to deprive them form exercise their rights? What kinds
of foul play and ploy were planned by the main political parties in the
Singha Durbar (the central secretariat of the government) and outside ?
How peaceful movements and voices of IPs were suppressed by trapping
them in fake cases, including organized crime, treason, dacoit, and
homicide ? What were the mistakes on strategy pursued by the Indigenous
Peoples’ movement ? How the main political parties had co-opted leaders

6 Concept paper and preliminary report of the State Restructure and Power Sharing

Committee, Singh Durbar, Kathmandu, 2066 p. xsvi and P. xciv
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of the Indigenous Peoples’ movement, and weakened the movement ?
What lessons can we learn, and take away from the Indigenous Peoples
movement of Nepal? This book contains important incidents, events and
experiences of Indigenous Peoples during 2005 to 2019; thus, it is an
account of the facts and history in the making that helps us to understand
the present by looking back in order to move forward with a clear roadmap.

For Indigenous Peoples and Movement
Indigenous Peoples’ history is written rarely in Nepal by Indigenous peoples
themselves. “Mainstream” or colonizer historians glorify King Prithvi
Narayan Shah’s victory over Kritipur, one of the four powerful states of the
Newar Indigenous Peoples in the Nepal Mandala (“the Kathmandu Valley).
Foreign scholars or historians have written about the King’s brutalities,
including chopping off of noses and ears of Newa Indigenous Peoples,
block sources of drinking water and economic blockade during the
aggressions. Khas Nepali historians either ignore or antagonize
Indigenous Peoples’ history.

We all know that the Head of the governments from Canada, Australia
and Taiwan officially announced public apology for the historical wrongdoing
done and injustice committed against Indigenous Peoples in their
respective countries, but government of Nepal deploys police to stop Newa
Indigenous Peoples who have a custom of expressing their grievances by
spitting on a stone, named Chyaka Hlhon, at Kritipur, where they believe
that the King had slipped off. The IWGIA, through the compiled articles,
has given an opportunity to write Indigenous peoples’ own history by
themselves. This book should be taken as its initiation as it is an account
of painful experiences of the immediate past that needs to be seriously
reviewed at present in order to draw a future roadmap to fight for securing
the rights of Indigenous Peoples. We believe that this book will help to
review Indigenous Peoples’ movement and guides Indigenous activists,
cadres and leaders to identify their strengths and weaknesses as well as
the rights and the wrongs. This book is like a glass that helps for self-
reflection by the Indigenous peoples’ movement and its leaders.

For Government, Government Agencies and Political Parties
It is one of the serious problems of a nation when more than half of its
population live with rising frustration and dissatisfaction. These are another
serious challenges for the sustainable peace and development of the
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Country, when Indigenous Peoples’ are invisible in the Constitution, laws,
government’s policies, plans and programs.

It is not sufficient only to mention diversity of the country in the pages of
the Constitution. These laws and policies need to be in place for practical
realization and enjoyment. In contrast, we Indigenous Peoples have never
been in the position to decide our own faith and destiny in the policy and
law making processes in Nepal. The outcome and experience of this
situation are reflected in this book and the information provided in the
book would be helpful to the government and its agencies, and political
parties to correct their wrongdoings against Indigenous Peoples.

To some extent, this book provides ideas of addressing problems,
grievances, issues and expectations of the Indigenous Peoples of Nepal.
This book contains rich information on Indigenous Peoples’ related agendas
of belated nation building process, i.e. pluri-national Sates with an ideology
if Indigenism. It gives a roadmap to reduce the gaps between Indigenous
Peoples and “mainstream” political parties that emerged from failure of
meeting expectations as promised by them accordingly. This book
facilitates to achieve social justice for Indigenous Peoples while making
and reforming laws and policies in a pragmatic manner.

For Neighboring Countries and International Communities working in Nepal
As a member of international community Nepal has direct and indirect
obligation that applies reciprocally to neighboring countries (China and
India) as well as International Communities, those who are working in
Nepal. Indigenous Peoples and the rights of Indigenous Peoples are
important subject of international polity, international laws and development
plans and programs that are initiated globally.

The United Nations has various mechanisms to deal with the subject as
well as the rights of Indigenous Peoples. The agenda of enhanced
participation, including an observer status in the General Assembly is
under the discussion at the UN. In this context, as the neighboring States,
multilateral, bilateral, International Nongovernmental Organizations and
business enterprises work in Nepal that have direct and indirect impact
towards Indigenous Peoples. So, a million Dollar question is: Whether
their supports do justice or injustice to the Indigenous Peoples of Nepal?
Other questions include What is an impact of their support to Indigenous
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Peoples? What kind of experiences and views do Indigenous Peoples
have in relation to international aids, support, investment, projects and
similar activities that are conducted in Indigenous peoples’ lands? Also,
the People to people relation is unique just like the country to country
relation in place between Nepal and its neighboring countries (China and
India) from the historical period. That is why, subject of Indigenous Peoples
has its own importance in regional relation of Nepal. In this regard, this
book provides information to some extent.

For International Development Partners and Investors
International development support is accepted by the government of Nepal.
Similarly, government encourages foreign investment in extraction of
natural resources. These investments, particularly in the areas of
Indigenous Peoples’ ancestral lands have multiple impacts in social,
cultural, economic, physical, religious, spiritual and psychological aspects.
The adverse impacts of the projects undertaken in Indigenous Peoples’
lands generate conflicts, some of which get resolved amicably, but many
end with serious human rights violation, including tortures. Thus, it is
expected that, this book provides some core information to international
communities if they wish to continue to get involved in development
activities in Nepal and do justice to indigenous Peoples of Nepal.

For Human Rights Organizations and NGOs
Some of Human Rights Organizations in Nepal give less attention or no
attention to the human rights and fundamental freedoms of the Indigenous
Peoples of Nepal. In particular, Indigenous Peoples have been facing
situation of grave human rights violation due to the fact of ignoring collective
rights in the constitution, laws, policies, plans and programs of the
government. This book highlights on the situation of collective rights of
Indigenous Peoples; so, it would be helpful for human rights organizations
and nongovernmental organizations to fully respect and uphold collective
rights as human rights.

 For Readers and Students
Those readers and students who want to obtain knowledge about
Indigenous Peoples in Nepal; this book will give information about the
root causes of the ongoing problems, issues, challenges and opportunities,
and also pragmatic ways to solve the problems relating to Indigenous
Peoples for the common good. Similarly, it gives strategic ideas and
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important data to those researchers who wish to research or study on
the burning issues of Indigenous Peoples in Nepal.

To conclude, the book is in your hand, LAHURNIP welcomes any
comments, feedback, suggestions about the book and the issues covered
in the book.
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About LAHURNIP

Lawyers’ Association for Human Rights of Nepalese Indigenous Peoples
(LAHURNIP), a pioneer organization, was established in 1995 by
professional Indigenous lawyers to work for human rights and fundamental
freedoms of Indigenous Peoples in Nepal.

LAHURNIP envisions a situation where Indigenous Peoples of Nepal are
freely enjoying collective rights, including right to self-determination,
ownership and control over lands, territories and resources, customary
rights and justice system and self-determined development.Indigenous
Peoples are free from all forms of colonization, discrimination, racism
and hegemony, and are participating through freely chosen representatives
in the decision-making process at all levels of the State. They exercise
their fullest potential, equal rights, dignity and democracy.

It empowers, mobilizes and provides technical support to engage in
advocacy, and legal aid to those Indigenous Peoples to defend their
collective rights. It produces knowledge on the rights of Indigenous Peoples
and dissemination to a wider audience to create public discourse and
influence in policy change.

About IWGIA

IWGIA - International Work Group for Indigenous Affairs - is a global
human rights organisation based in Denmark, dedicated to promoting,
protecting and defending indigenous peoples’ rights.

Since 1968, IWGIA has cooperated with indigenous organizations and
international institutions to promote recognition and implementation of
the rights of indigenous peoples. IWGIA works to empower indigenous
peoples through documentation, capacity development and advocacy on
local, regional and international level.
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