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These communities are the repositories of vast accumulations of
traditional knowledge and experience that link humanity with its
ancient origins ... Itis a terrible irony that as formal development
reaches more deeply into rain forests, deserts and other isolated
environments, it tends to destroy the only cultures that have proved
able to thrive in these environments ... Hence the recognition of
traditional rights must go hand in hand with measures to protect
the local institutions that enforce responsibility in resource use.
And this recognition must also give local communities a decisive

voice in the decisions about resource use in their area.*

forepra gThgHT ATfqardl qAT TAHT THRAGT D! EHTHTAT
HE@Ul g &1 fafie regudeware qite wUa 3 |

A qar grRfaw gia T oAt st

AP SMTEaTEe el ST T Y6l &8, | SMfgardiewse
ART AMH Had ICAGAR! HIT HIA B3H, AHAT IABBR
ATATIcHG TAT SE9gid ST §a | |l [auadr At

It must be understood that for indigenous populations, land does
not represent simply a possession or means of production. It is
not a commodity that can be appropriated, but a physical element
that must be enjoyed freely. It is also essential to understand the
special and profoundly spiritual relationship of indigenous peoples
with mother Earth as basic to their existence and to all their beliefs,
customs, traditions and culture.?

1 Brundtland Report (4 August 1987) UN doc A/42/427, P. 119.

2 José R. Martinez Cobo, Study of the Problem of Discrimination
Against Indigenous Populations (30 September 1983) UN doc
E/CN.4/Sub.2/1983/21/Add.8
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® ILO Convention 169, Art. 13.2.

* UNDRIP, &RT 2&(%)

® ety S0 WASHE HETEi GEAT 952, ART 94(9)
® UNDRIP, T 24
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10 yrgent Action:Calling on Government of Nepal to Prevent Violence in Khimti-
Dhalkebar 220KV Transmission Line Project, February 2016.
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